
            ADVENT / CHRISTMAS 2016 

Dear Members and Friends of Second Reformed Church, 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving begins the new Church year with the first Sunday of Advent.  This year we have 

chosen the titles given to Jesus by the Prophet Isaiah (9:6,7) as our organizing worship themes.  You can find the 

preaching schedule on the back of this letter.  On November 25th  we are planning to green the sanctuary beginning at 

one o’clock in the afternoon, and you are invited to come join in on the fun! 

 This year, as many of you are aware, Christmas falls on a Sunday.  Thus, the Consistory has decided to hold our 

traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion service at seven o’clock in the evening on December 24th and NOT 

hold worship on Sunday morning, December 25th.  Likewise, the first Sunday of 2017 is January 1, and we WILL have 

worship that Sunday morning, celebrating the Epiphany of our Lord.   

 The Advent season is a time of preparation that calls us to reflect, repent and reorient our lives to focus on 

Christian charity and service to God’s  purposes on our Earth.  In this presidential election year it is most encouraged 

that we do this with the faith, hope, joy and love which the incarnation of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, inspires in 

and among us.  So we encourage each and every one of you to come join us in our spiritual journey to Bethlehem, and 

enjoy the smells, sights and sounds of the season in the presence of God and God’s people. 

 Our Christmas offering this year is being given to the work of the Classis’ community development corporation, 

Churches Improving Communities (CIC) and its many ministries in our state, including post-incarceration resettlement, 

immigrant resettlement, home renovation of south Jersey homes damaged by superstorm Sandy, a parish mental health 

clinic network and the newest ministry, an adult weekday care program.  All of these ministries are in need of our 

ongoing support to carry out their kingdom purposes.  Let us give generously to God’s work in our midst. 

 For your planning purposes, please be reminded that Holy Communion will be observed on December 4 and 

January 1, according to our regular first Sunday schedule.  Likewise, our monthly healing service will be observed on 

November 27.   

 And now, I extend my sincere and deepest wishes for your blessing and joy during this Christmas season and 

into the coming New Year.  May the riches of Christ be yours in abundance for you and all your loved ones.  And as we 

celebrate this year,  let us pray for the peace of the world that the baby Jesus’ angelic hosts  heralded.   

In Christian service, 

 

Rev. Douglas Shepler, Pastor    

 


